The Gift That Should Not Be Given

Giving a pet to someone for Christmas may seem like the perfect gift, but in reality, it may become a disastrous situation.  During the first few weeks of the new year, animal shelters see a steady stream of cats, dogs, and other small animals coming through the door that were given as gifts.   The pets were given with the best of intentions, but there are many reasons why the holidays may not be the best time for a new pet.

The Christmas season is very hectic and this makes it difficult to care for a new cat, dog, or other pet.  Kittens and puppies require a strict schedule, lots of attention, training, care and love. Combine the pet's needs with the hustle and bustle of the holiday season and the result is often a pet with behavioral issues, an overwhelmed pet owner, or both.

Giving a pet can thrust the new pet owner into a bad position: the new cat, kitten, dog, puppy, ferret or other animal may be cute, and it may have a great personality and this may compel the new pet owner to keep the pet. The emotional element of pet ownership can override the sensible, logical mind that says, "I don't have enough time for a puppy," "I don't have enough money to afford the vet bills," or "I travel too much to keep a cat." This can place the pet owner and the animal in a less-than-ideal situation that's unfair to both animal and human.

It is also important for a new pet owner to connect with a new pet.  It may be fun to pick out an adorable puppy or kitten for someone else, but this should be avoided.  When an animal lover decides to adopt or buy a particular pet, there is always an underlying reason.  This initial attraction is the first step in the bonding process between a human and an animal who will be sharing each other's home and lives for the next 1, 2, 5 10 or even 20 years.

Instead of giving a pet as a Christmas gift, consider giving a few basic pet supplies or a gift certificate to Petco, PetSmart, or your local veterinary hospital.  This will evoke the question of "What do I need this for? I don't have a dog/cat/hamster/ferret/etc." It is then that the gift giver can explain that the real gift is an all-expenses-paid trip to the animal shelter or breeder to select a new pet and/or to cover the initial check-up and vaccinations by a veterinarian.  This enables the gift recipient to select his/her own pet and it also gives the soon-to-be pet owner an opportunity to postpone the addition of a new pet to the household until the time is right.

Even though it may not be wise to give a pet as a gift in most circumstances, there are times when it may be appropriate.  If you have done research on the specific pet you want, have planned in advance for the supplies that will be required, and are prepared to spend the time and money necessary for proper training and care, a pet can make an excellent gift for you or your family.
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